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Thoughts on Lay Preaching, 


AND ON SOME OF THE CAUSES OF 


THE CCRRUPTION OF SCHOOL DI- 
VINITY- 


The doctrines and moral precepts 
of our Lord are remarkably sub- 
lime, plain and pure. Those who 
were first called to preach his gos- 
pel, were plain, undisguised and 
undesigning men. ‘The doctrines 
they were commanded to preach 
were enforced by none other than 
spiritual motives, arising from con- 
siderations of the divine nature and 
our own. They especially insisted 
on God’s placability and love. 
* God is love.” He is loving to 
every man, and his tender mercies 
are over all his works’—* God so 
loved the world that he gave his on- 
ly begotten son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth on him might not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ Being pos- 
sessed of pardon and peace them- 
selves, the apostles and first preach- 
ers, were weil qualified to describe 
the blessedness of true religion ; to 
— principles of faith, hope and 
ove. 

Let us then consider the standing 
and character of these first preach- 
ers previous to their call to the min- 
istry. Among them all, there was 
not one Rabbi, Doctor or Scribe ! 
Not one meniber of the Jewish san- 





hedrim—not even a solitary priest! 
But why did not our Lord choose 
learned Jews ? He was about to es- 
tablish a spiritual kingdom in the 
world, and did not need doctors and 
scribes, though never so well versed 
in the arts of reasoning on worldly 
principles. Would not the wisdom 
of this world, if it had been consult- 
ed, have declared, that men with 
learning and titles would be proper 
persons to employ as the first apos- 
tles of the new kingdom, inasmuch 
as their acquirements and titles 
would have had an imposing influ- 
ence on the multitudes of opposers ? 
Worldly wisdom would have pro- 
tested with all its folly, against the 
employment of obscure laymen. In- 
ileed what would become of the dis- 
ciples if not placed under the care 
of learned titled men? This has 
ever been the reasoning of worldly 
wisdom. But, in answering these 
common arguments, it might be ask- 
ed, what would have become of the 


spiritual kingdom after these learn- 


ed ones lost the unassuming spirit 
and manners of the Divine Founder, 
and began to thirst for power and 
dominion in the church, promoting 
their carnal and ambitious views by 
spiritual pretences ? What then 
would have become of the constitu- 
tion and laws of the new kingdom ‘ 
The Shepherds would feast in ceiled 
houses. while the sheep wandered on 
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barren mountains ; the shepherds 
forgetting the fleck, and only re- 
minded of them by their lack of the 
fleece. 

We have said who were not Apos- 

tles. But who were they ? What 
was their station in life? Most of 
the first preachers of Christ were 
not only persons of low education, 
ignoble birth, and destitute of every 
distinction to recommend them to 
the notice and favor of the world ; 
but for their attachment to Christ 
were held in detestation by . their 
countrymen. *‘ They went forth to 
discharge their duty, as the Mis- 
sionaries of their Divine Master, at 
a time when the world was enlight- 
ened by learning and science ; when 
philosophy was cultivated in the 
schools of Greece, and general 
knowledge was diffused over many 
of the places which were the princi- 
pal scenes of their Jaborings, suffer- 
ings and triumphs.” 

Christ did not choose the vain- 
glorious aspirants of Israel for the 
teachers of mankind, nor for the 
governors of his free people. As to 
honorary titles, he discarded them 
entirely, strictly forbidding his dis- 
ciples to be * called ofmen Rabbi.” 
But what is the meaning of the 
word Rabbi ? The Jews had divini- 
ty schools, or colleges, where the 
youths, destined to be teachers in the 
synagogues, were instructed in lan- 
guage, laws, rites, ceremonies of 
worship, the traditions of the elders, 
&c. &c. Literary titles were con- 
ferred upon the students, not, as we 
suppose, because of their holy lives ; 
for a holy life is not a literary ac- 
quirement, (neither are literary ac- 
quirements incompatible with holi- 
ness) but, because, the person on 
whom the honorary title was con- 
ferred, excelled others in the know]- 

edge of languages, laws and tradi- 
tions. The highest honor of the 
Jewish schools, was the title of Rab- 
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bi ; which term denoted not only a 
teacher, but a learned Jew, and as 
Campbell observes, may be fitly 
expressed by our English term Doc- 
tor. They were doctors of Jewish 
traditions, and it was seldom thai 
any thing more than traditions was 
found in their heads or hearts. 

We said before, and now repeat it, 
not a single Rabbi was called to the 
Apostleship. But since that day the 
christian church has been tormented 
by doctors many, and rabbis not a 
few. Men have been seen in afflu- 
ence, living like Dives, and heard 
grumbling like popes, who have re- 
ceived ali their qualifications, influ- 
ence and riches, in consequence of 
having passed throwgh schools, 
learning emulation, arrogating ti- 
tles, and perverting the gospel ! But 
it is said ** Rabbi, Rabbi,’ are 
merely literary titles, and can do 
no harm te any but their possessors ; 
and they, it is admitted on all 
hands, are in danger of perdition 
in consequence of their pride and 
vain-glory ! If these are only liter- 
ary titles, why annex the Holy 
Name and divinity to them? Some 
mortals, and those too without eith 
er legitimate or spiritual children, 
have even been ca)"-d * right rev 
erend Fathers in .d.” 

Surely these m.i have eaten of 
the forbidden fruit. They would be 
as gods. “On every occurrence,” 
says Campbell, speaking of former 
times, ** the pastors had taken care 
to improve the respectof the lower 
ranks, by widening the distance be- 
tween their own order, and the con- 
dition of their christian brethren— 
and for this purpose had early 
broached a distinction, which im 
process of time, universally prevail- 
ed of the whole christian common- 
wealth into clergy and laity. The 
terms are derived from two Greek 
words, signifying lot er inheritance 
and people. The plain intention wes 
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tu suggest that the former, the pas- 


tors or clergy, for they appropriated’ 


the term lot or inheritance to THEM- 
SELVES, Were selected or contradis- 
tinguished from the multitude, as 
being in the present world, by way 
of eminence, God’s peculium, or spe- 
cial inheritance. It is impossible to 
conceive a claim in appearance 
more arrogant or in reality worse 
ounded.” 

These are the men who veil the 
gospel in all the mystery peculiar to 
the ancient heathen philosophy. And 
though they are not cardinals, they 
are as Willing as cardinals to ex- 
clude the plain gospel from the pro- 
fane eyes of the vulgar ! Hence we 
hear so much of metaphysical theol- 
ogy ! These are the men who decry 
lay-preaching. But all the first pas- 
tors of the church were lay-preach- 
ers. Who ordained them ? Not the 
powers of the kingdom of this world. 
They were sent forth by Him who 
has declared ** my kingdom is not 
of this world.” 

The positive institutions or cere- 
monies appointed by our Lord were 
both few and simple. A man of com- 
mon capacity can comprehend every 
thing important in christianity. Yet 
we hear, and we hear it from the 
pulpit teo, that a classical educa- 
tion is indispensably requisite to 
qualify a man to preach the gospel. 
if it were said, good sense, grace, 
and a sound experience in divine 
things, were requisite to fita man 
to preach, no one would dissent from 
such an opinion. ** But a minister 
has to dispense the mysteries of our 
holy religion.”” And what are those 
mysteries, but repentance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ? As to the mysteries of what 
is called school-divinity, we know 
enough ofthem already. Ministers 
had need to unlearn these hidden 
things and come down from their 
high places to the level of the gos- 
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pel. Wedo not say there are no 
mysteries in the christian system. 
There are mysteries in christianity 
and in the natural world too, yet a 
man cannot subsist by wondering 
at these mysteries. He must attend 
to the soil he is placed on ; let him 
cultivate it, if he would have bread. 
So with religion—let him deny him- 
self, take up the cross which lays 
before him, and follow Christ if he 
would be fed with living bread and 
drink the waters of life. All the 
mysteries ever explained by the 
learned will not save a soul. And 
what has a preacher to do with 
mysteries? He ought to inform his 
hearers of truths clearly revealed, 
There are mysteries which human 
learning only make more mysteri- 
ous, and those who have attempted 
to explain them, have succeeded 
wonderously in explaining their 
own folly. 

Much learning, is by some, sup- 
posed to be highly necessary to a 
minister, because the arts and sci- 
ences are alluded to in the scriptures. 
But the subjects of our Lord’s ser- 
mons were not the arts and sciences, 
civil law and polity, mercantile and 
military operations ; nor were they 
logic, grammar, and what is now 
called school-divinity. * Come un- 
to me all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and you shall find rest 
to your souls.” He preached to 
men’s consciences, and pointed out 
the way of life to hishearers. There 
is no necessity for explaining the 
arts and sciences in teaching the 
way of salvation ! 

What then are the qualifications 
necessary for a minister? A knowl- 
edge of Christianity. An eaxperi- 
mental knowledge of Christianity. 
Is not this enough ? A farmer whe 
is acquainted with agriculture, can 
teach it to others. So with every 
branch of mechanics. So with law 
and medicine. But not so with 
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school-divinity—more than this 
must be known in order to teach 
christianity. Yet as it relates to 
pure christianity, a man may teach 
others, (even if he be totally ignor- 
ant of school-divinity) what he him- 
self has an experimental knowledge 
of. 

As the bulk of mankind have not 
much leisure, and less inclination, to 
make themselves acquainted with 
abstruse subjects, the gospel is ac- 
commodated to their condition. 
** The poor have the gospel preached 
unto them.”? And from the begin- 
ning, many of the poor have been 
sent forth to instruct their brethren. 
Who can gainsay this? God hath 
chosen the poor to preach his word 
—who dare forbid them? Our Sa- 
viour put himself on a level with 
the poor ; and he illustrated his 
gospel by allusions to the common 
employments of the poor. The first 
teachers of the church were poor 
and obscure, yet they knew how to 
follow an infallible example. The 
common people heard Jesus gladly 
—they understood him, and those 
he sent to teach. 

Informing people that the gospel 
system is too abstruse for common 
apprehension, and that even minis- 
ters cannot understand it, unless 
they are sent to school to learn its 
(plain) meaning, has had a most 
pernicious effect upon the minds and 
morals of the community. If theo- 
logical schools had been the only 
depositories of knowledge, pure re- 
ligion would have been smothered 
beneath folios of dead languages 
many atime since the reformation, 
as it had been for centuries before 
that happy era. But God has taken 
care of his own cause, and sent out 
others to preach his word, besides 
some few dignitaries of the schools. 
The creed, morals, and evidences 
profferred for our acceptance in the 
gospel are all adapted to the meanest 


capacities ; he who runs may read, 
and a way faring man though a fool 
need not err therein. 

We do not intend to decry human 
learning. Itis the duty of a minister 
not only to grow in grace but in 
knowledge too—yet we do intend to 
say, that itis sheer stupidity to con- 
temn a man who has a divine com- 
mission to preach, merely becaus: 
he is not a general scholar. 


—= @ 
Deity of Jesus. 
Testimony of St. John. 





( Continued from page 12.) 

‘© Tam Alpha and Omega, the first 
and the last.” ‘This is repeated in 
the book of Revelation more than 
once, with some little variation.— 
**T am the first and the last. I have 
the keys of hell and of death. To 
him that overcometh will I give to 
eat of the tree of life which is in the 
midst of the paradise of God. I will 
give thee a crown of life.” Rev. 
11. These expressions seem to denote, 


not only the eternity of the Son of 


God, but that all the invisible world 
is absolutely under his constraint 
that he is the Lord of it, killing and 
making alive at his own pleasure ; 
and that it is his province to doom 
or reward all the children of men, 
as he judges meet. These appear to 
be char acteristics infinitely unsuit 
able to mere glorified humanity. 

«© All the churches shall know 
that Lam he which ap the 


reins and the heart.”? Rev. 2. 235. If 


this declaration of our Savi iour be 
compared with what Solomon says 
of God—** Thou, even thou only, O 
God knowest the hearts of al! the 
children of men.” 1. Kings, 8, 39. 
It will follow, that Christ challen- 
geth to himself one of the incommu- 
nicable properties of the Divine Be- 
ing. And I think any candid per- 
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son must allow, that language like 
the several passages above, very ill 
becomes the character of any merely 
human creature. 

After the Son of God had thus 
made his appearance, spoken in the 
highest style of Deity, and dictated 
an Epistle to each of the seven 
Churches in Asia, in which these, 
aad various other similar declara- 
ticens of the Son of God occur, we 
are favored with a view of the hea- 
venly inhabitants ; and there we see 
Jesus seated upon a throne, and re- 
ceiving from all the angelic world 
equal honor and praise with his ever- 
lasting Father. 

«* After this IL looked, and, behold, 
a door was open in heaven. And, 
behold, a throne was set in heaven, 
an. one sat on the throne.—And lo, 
in « 1e midst of the throne, and of the 
four beasts, and in the midst of the 
elders, stood a Lamb, as it had been 
slain: and he came and took the 
book out of the right hand of him 
that sat upon the throne, and when 
he had taken the book, the four 
beasts and four and twenty elders 
fell down before the Lamb, having 
every one of them harps and golden 
vials full of odours, which are the 
prayers of saints. And they sunga 
new song, saying thou art worthy 
to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof: for thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God, by thy 
blood, out of every kingdom, and 
tongue, and people, and nation.— 
And I beheld, and I heard the voice 
of many Angels round about the 
throne and the elders, and the num- 
of them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thou- 
sands ; saying with a loud voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
and glory, and blessing. And every 
creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
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and all that are in them, heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honor, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
lamb forever and ever.” Rev. 4th 
and 5th chapters. 

Let the men in this world treat 
the Saviour of mankind with what 
indignity they may, itis evident, 
from these passages, that the angels 
in heaven are perfectly well ac- 
quainted with his nature, and the 
claims he hath upon their services. 
* All the Angels of God worship 
Him,” and shall ungrateful man, 
whom he hath redeemed at the price 
of his blood, refuse him that honor? 

( To be continued.) 


—_ @ 
The Wise, Progress and 
Natare of Popery. 





The following article was writ- 
ten by a Methodist Minister in En- 
gland, (lately deceased,) and never 
before published. It is now com- 
municated for the Wesleyan Repos- 
itory. We think it contains many 
useful hints, as well as a history of 
important facts. 


After Jesus Christ had ascended 
into Heaven, his few disciples as- 
sembled by themselves in one place, 
and were of one accord, of one heart, 
mind, and judgment ; and continued 
thus for some time, in prayer and 
supplication, in fellowship and in a- 
postolic doctrine. 'They were ready 
to communicate assistance both in 
temporals and spirituals ; for none 
looked upon what he possessed to 
be his own ; so that there was none 
among them that was in want. But 
very soon a selfish spirit appeared 
in some who had joined them: these 
were openly detected in prevarica- 
tion, and were Cut off suddenly by 
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an awful judgment, in order to de- 
ter others from the like vile prac- 
tice in future. | 

Whilst the number of professors 

increased, there were individuals 
(like Simon’ Magus) who joined 
them from lucrative motives, others 
wished to have the pre-eminence, 
and assumed the office of teachers, 
to which God-had not called them. 
Some likewise ‘loved filthy lucre, 
(like Demas) and conformed a- 
vain to the world, Hence, so early 
as St. Paul’s time, he tnforms us 
that the mystery of iniquity began to 
work ¥ which increased in succeed- 
ing ages, “and has been continued 
either in a lesser or greater degree 
even to the present day. 
' Mystery implies something ab- 
struse, secret, or what is not easily 
discerned. And this: mystery was 
not sa much open sin, as a dissem- 
bled” piety ; or wickedness under 
the form of godliness, managed with 
craft and cunning. It was working 
secretly, like a mole under ground ; 
and introduced gradually, new in- 
ventions and traditions of men, un- 
der pretence of greater reverence 
and devotion, and of doing service 
to the church. It was not among the 
heathen or the Jews that this orig- 
inated, but among the professors of 
christianity. 

It is true that during the three 
first centuries, the real christians 
were greatly harrassed and persecu- 
ted ; and it was only the unstable 
or the weak that were compelled by 
the pagans to renounce their pro- 
fession, through fear of death. 
Therefore the heathen emperors 
were for a time the instruments or 
means of restraining this mystery : 
for the christians were mostly all 
poor, and there was but little induce- 
ment to any to join them through 
lucrative views. But when the 
emperor Constantine commenced 
christian, and heaped favors and 


honors upon the teachers, as well 
as upon some private members : 
then luxury, case and honors brought 
in a full tide of lukewarniness and 
its concomitant evils upon the 
church ; so that the mystery of in- 
iquity increased rapidly for three 
centuries more, until it arrived at 
its full height in the year 606, when 
Phocas declared the bishop of Rome 
universal bishop, and the church of 
Rome the head of all churches. 
Then the wicked one, or man of sin, 
was revealed or discovered ; at 
least every one that had any spirit- 
ual discernment might easily per- 
ceive that this was anti-christ ; see- 
ing he exalted himself above all 
magistrates, (who are often called 
gods in scripture) and even above 
the emperor himself; and assumed 
the title of vice-god upon earth. 

Now followed a night of gross 
darkness, which enveloped all chris- 
tendom for several ages, though in 
the worst of times, there were some 
faint glimmerings of light among a 
few individuals who lived in retire- 
ment, or fled from the stroke of per- 
secuting power. Among the poor in 
spirit God always delights to dwell : 
and wherever there has been a re- 
vival of religion in any age, it has 
generally began among the poor. 
It has often been remarked, that it 
was best with the church in her 
poverty or low estate. And what is 
true concerning the church, consid- 
ered as a collective body, most 
commonly holds good respecting in- 
dividuals, of whom the body is com- 
posed. Nations in their infant state, 
and during the time of their hardi- 
hood, become valiant and victorious 
—but luxury and ease enervate and 
gradually bring them to ruin. So if 
has frequently fared with churches 
or collective bodies of professing 
christians. 

When societies became enlarged, 
and, consequently, more complex ; 
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this afforded an opportunity for am- 
bitious and designing men to gain 
an ascendancy over the minds and 
liberty of the people, who being 
simple and unsuspecting were long 
before they could discover where 
the fault lay, until the abuse of pow- 
er at length became so glaring, that 
the sufferers were aggravated to 
eall their right in question. But 
even then the few individuals, who 
began to see and think for them- 
selves, found great difficulty in 
communicating their thoughts to 
others. Because base men, when 
seated in power, are always jealous 
and vigilant, and use every means to 
crush the liberty of thought or free- 
dom of speech: for guilt always 
dreads a strict investigation. Hence 
arose the inquisition; where the 
most faithful, honest and upright 
men were dragged ; and there con- 
demned and executed, or put to the 
most excruciating tortures, merely 
fora thought or word. Here their 
enemies were judges, witnesses, and 
executioners. Multitudes of inform- 
ers were encouraged and suborned, 
and much sophistry used to put 
wrong constructions upon the .nost 
innocent expressions. These crafty 
men used quibbling, chicanery, and 
guile ; and when they were pushed 
hard by arguments drawn from rea- 
son and common sense ; they strove 
to evade all by saying, * the church 
has determined it so, and the church 
is infallible.’ General councils 
likewise were resorted to, as a sub- 
terfuge for error : But, as general 
councils are an assembly of men, 
allof whom are not governed by 
the spirit and word of God ; they 
may err, and sometimes have erred, 
even in things pertaining unto God. 
( To be continued.) 


** Whosoever shall exalt himself 
shall be abased ; and he that shall 


humble himself shall be exalted.” 
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We are not willing to withhold 
from our readers the following cor- 
rect sentiments, which are beauti- 
fully expressed in a sermon preach- 
ed in Kingston-upon-Hull, Feb. 16, 
1820, being the day of the inter- 
ment of the late king, George ITI. 
By the Rev. J. H. Bromby. 


«Pale death with equal foot strikes wide 
the door 
Of royal halls and hovels of the poor.” 


My kingdom is not of this world. John 
XVIII, 35. 

If the kingdom of Christ be not of 
this world, so neither are the sub- 
jects of that kingdom of this world. 
“If ye were of this world,” said 
the Redeemer to his disciples, “ then 
would the world love its own ; but 
because ye are not of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you.” 
John xv. 19. Christians, by their 
regeneration, are become inhabitants 
of another world ; and are subjects 
of another kingdom. They are 
members of the mystical body of 
their Saviour. He has called them 
out of the world ; and they have 
obeyed the call, and have accepted 
him as their rightful, and in oppo- 
sition to the world, their only, sov- 
creign. They have sworn fidelity, 
and vowed allegiance to him; and 
they testify the sincerity of their 
vows by a resignation of themselves 
to the laws, and maxims and prin- 
ciples of his gevernment ; and a re- 
nunciation of all other principles. 
To that country, that world of un- 
utterable glory, of which he is gone 
to take possession for them, they 
ever look forward. On that their 
hopes and all their desires are fixed. 
There their treasure is laid up ; and 
to inherit that treasure, when this 
world, * with the lust thereof,’’ 
shall have passed away, is the end 
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of all their cares and labors. Yet it 
is here, in the midst of the resist- 
ance and hostility of the present 
worid, that these vows are paid: it 
is amidst the snares and temptations, 
to which their loyalty is exposed, 
that this allegiance is sworn, and 
their fidelity commences. Here is the 
place, and the scene, in which their 
Maker chooses that they should for 
a time be disciplined and exercised. 
ile: e he puts to the test the sound- 
ness of their principles, the steadi- 
ness of their attachment, the sincer- 
ity of their professions. He tries 
tiem im every step of their mortal 
course ; in every age, and em- 
ployment and condition of life ; ; by 
the gaieties of youth, and the in- 
firmities of age ; by the splendor 
and flatteries of prosperity, and the 
gloom and struggles of adversity ; 
by tae self-confidence of health, and 
the despondencies of sickness: by 
sometimes indulging their reasona- 
ble hopes, and giving them the en- 
joyment of nature’s best affections, 
and sometimes by their disappoint- 
ment. And the perpetual fluctuation, 
to which their state is made subject, 
is designed to prove to them that 
their reward is not here ; that their 
rest is not to be sought in their pre- 
sent state ; that their ** kingdom is 
not of this world, x4 

‘* Yet in all these trials, these 
soul-searching methods, which the 
inscrutable wisdom of God has or- 
dained to be the instruments of their 
probation and their perfection, he 
is ever present with them. His rod 
and his staffis at hand to succor 
and sustain them. They have at all 
seasons a foretaste of that reward, 
and of the joys of that kingdom, in 
the satisfaction arising from com- 
munion with Him, their spiritual 
head ; from devotional exercises : in 
their freedom from the tyranny of 
evil habits and passions ; and in the 


conscidusness of having done good 
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in their generation ; 


ot 
borne a share in contributing to the 


having 


welfare, temporal and eternal, of 
their fellow-creatures, and in the 
extension here below of that king- 
dom of love, to which they belong. 
By the sense of his presence, and the 
full assurance that all things shall 
work together for their good, they 
are comforted : and thus animated, 
encouraged and supported, they are 
enabled in every scene and period 
of life, and under every change and 
privation, to go on their way re- 
joicing.” 
—wW 2: ee 


WHAT IS MAN ?—.in Exiract. 





As for mankind’s being a mean 
and inconsiderable part of the crea- 
tien, it may not be so easy to demon- 
strate as we may imagine. The six 
that is, or hath been in the world, 
will not do it: for then the beings, 
which we know stand in a much 
higher, and perhaps, in a very high 
rank of natural perfection, will be 
proved to be as mean and inconsid- 
erable as ourselves ; seeing they in 
great numbers have sinned. Neith- 
er will our natural weakness and 
imperfection prove that we are 4 
mean and inconsiderable part of 
God’s creation : for the Son of God, 
when clothed in our flesh, and en- 
compassed with all our infirmities 
and temptations, lost nothing of the 
worth and real excellence he pos- 
sessed, when in a state of glory wiih 
the Father, before the world was. 
Still he was the beloved Son of God, 
in whom he was well pleased. Be- 
sides, since God may bestow honors 
and privileges, as he pleases ; w ho 
will tell me what pre-eminence, in 
the purpose of God, this world may 
possibly have, above any other part 
of the universe? Or what relation 
it bears to the rest of the creation ° 
We know that even angels have been 
ministering spirits to some part, af 
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east, of mankind. Who will deter- 


mine how far the scheme of redemp- 
lion may exceed any scheme of Di- 
yine wisdom, in other parts of the 
universe ? Or how far it may affect 
the happiness and improvement of 
other beings, in the remotest re- 
gions? Eph. 3. 10. To the intent 
that now unto the principalities and 


powers in heavenly places, might be 


known by the church the manifold 
wisdom of God, according to the eter- 
nal purpose, which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, 1 Pet. 1. 12. 
Which things that are reported by 
them that have preached the Gospel, 
the angels desire to look into. It is 
therefore the sense of Revelation, 
that the heavenly principalities and 
powers, study the wisdom and grace 
of redemption ; and even increase 
their stock of wisdom from the dis- 
plays of divine love in the gospel. 
Who can say, how much our virtue 
is, more or less, severely proved, 
than in other worlds ? Or, how far 
our virtue may excel that of other 
beings, who are not subjected to 
our long and heavy trials? May not 
a virtue, firm and steady under our 
present clogs, inconveniences, dis- 
couragements, persecutions, trials 
and temptations, possibly surpass 
the virtue of the highest angel, whose 
state is not attended with such em- 
barrassments ? Do ye know how 
far such, as shali have honorably 
passed through the trials of this life, 
shall hereafter be dispersed through 
the creation ? How much their ca- 
pacities will be enlarged? How 
highly they shall be exalted ? What 
power and trusts will be put into 
their hands ? How far their influ- 
ence shall extend, and how much 
they shall contribute to the good or- 
der and kiuppiness of the wniverse ? 
Possibly the faithful soul, when dis- 
engaged from our present incum- 
brances, may blaze out into a degree 
of excellency equal te the highest hon- 
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ors, the most important and exten- 
sive services. Our Lord has made 
us kings and priests unto God and 
the Father, and we shall sit togeth- 
er in heavenly places and reign with 
him. To him that overcomes the 
trials of this present state, he will 
give to sit with him in his throne. 
True, many from among mankind 
shall perish among the vile and 
worthless, forever: and so shall 
many of the angels, These consider- 
ations may satisfy us, that possibly 
mankind may not be so despicable 
as to be below the interposition of 
the Son of God. Rather the .surpriz- 
ing condescentions and sufferings of 
beings so glorious, should be an ar- 
gument that the scheme of Redemp- 
tion is of the utmost importance ; 
and that in the estimate of God, 
who alone confers dignity, we are 
creatures of very great consequence in 
the scale of intelligences. Lastly, 
God by Christ created the world, and 
if it was not below his dignity to 
create, it is much Icss below his dig- 
nity to redeem the world ; which of 
the two is the most honorable. 

God willeth not that any should 
perish. Turn ye, turn ye, why wiil 
ye die? Charge not God foolishly. 
“QO no! may those doctrines forever be 

Forgotten in silence and with shame, 

which dared 

Father the foulest, deepest tvranny 

On Love’s great God; and needs will 

make it clear 

From his own word! thus rendering him 
at once 

Both Cruelty’s and Contradiction’s Prince . 

A prince whose mocking law forbids, wha: 
yet 

Is his eternally-resolyed will ; 

Who woos and tantalizes souls to get 
Upinto Heaven,yct destines then to hell ; 
Who calls them forth whom he keep 

locked in ; 
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Unconditional Election and Re- 
probation. 


When seven learned and pious doctors of 
Divinity, and five other clergymen, not less 
pious, if even less learned, attempt to stamp 
a value on theological (we do not say scrifi- 
tural) sentiments, generally exploded, it is 
just to infer, that those sentiments ought to 
be favorable to morality, piety, and bro- 
therly kindness. A fair inference, some- 
what differing from the above, might possi- 
bly creep into the unsuspecting minds of 
simple people, did we not tender a friend- 
ly caution! Therefore, we would say to 
such simple ones, if you suspect that the 
views, opinions, sentiments, or whatever 
they may be called, which are contained in 
the following extracts, are any thing less 
than some of the valuables contained in the 
great store-house of divinity schools, you 
are much, very much, mistaken! For, we 
do assure our rgaders, that to be initiated 
into those sentiments, is in very truth, to be 
admitted into the sanctum sanctorum of 
Calvinism. 

These extracts are a Continuation of 
those in our first No. page 8, and are to be 
read as such. It would be both presumptu- 
ous and unfair for laymen to divide what 
jJearned divines have put together, and for 
this reason we give these extracts verba- 
tum ct literatim. We refrain from enter- 
ing into this dispute, well knowing that 
“‘when public welfare calls, or private 
want,” there are others better qualified to 
cefend the truth. However,we would merely 
say, that there is no election nor reproba- 
tion, in the Calvinistic sense, without prede- 
terminiug decrees, which grant effectual 
grace to some, and withhold effectual grace 
from others. Of course, Nero, Caligula» 
and Domitian were no ways culpable ; 
their crimes were as necessary effects of 
invariable laws, or predetermining decrees, 
as the virtues of the greatest philosophers, 
Neroes and saints. Furthermore, if Christ 
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did not die for all, but for a select number 
only, if he withholds effectual grace from alj 
for whom he did not die, then all the in- 
ward remorse of conscience, horrors of 
mind, raging despair, and all the outward 
effects of obduration andimpenitence, are as 
necessary as the crimes themselves. The 
elect are virtuous withou: being commenda- 
ble—the unregenerate are vicious without 
being censurable! But what becomes of in- 
fants who die in infancy ? We mean those 
infants not included in “ the entail of grace, 
embracing believing parents and their seed.” 
With the learned doctor, we think, there 
is nothing in scripture refugnant to their 
salvation, provided they have heathen pa- 
rents ! 

if our readers object to the doctrines con- 
tained in the following extract, let them 
forward their cbjections to the editor for 
publication. 


“If the foregoing arguments be admitted 
to be conclusive, it will plainly follow, that 
the doctrine of a universal atonement in- 
volves an impeachment of the divine wis- 
dom. Jesus declares the sin against the Ho- 
ly Ghost to be unpardonable—never to be 
forgiven, either in this world, orin the world 
to come. Now it will be granted that our 
Lord did nothing in vain: but had he died 
to procure the pardon of sins, declared pre- 
viously by himself to be unpardonable ; 
then, indeed, the question respecting, the 
manner of Abner’s death, would not be al- 
together inapplicable to his. What would 
be thought of the mercantile talents of a 
man of business, who, knowing with also- 
lute certainty, that he should never receive 
certain pieces of goods ; yet, notwithstand- 
ing, should purchase them, pay for them, 
and make every arrangement usually con- 
nected with such transactions ? Who would 
employ such a man, either as a factor a- 
broad, or an agent at home? Such a per- 
sea would be wholly unworthy of confi- 
dence. The cases are similar. Our Lord 
has himself declared, that the blasphemy 
against the Holv Ghost shall never he for- 
given, here or hereafter; and yet by the 
hypothesis we are combating, he suffered 
the punishment and expiated the guilt of 
this very sin! He paid the whole debt ot 
this very insolvent; the doors of whose 
prison shall never be unbolted, and whose 
setters of despair shall never be struck Of 
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and for whose. salvation, he who died to 
redeem him, will never offer even a solita- 
ry prayer! We conclude, then, that all 
men cannot be exempted from eternal pun- 
ishment upon the grovnd of a vicarious a- 
tonement, because all were not embraced 
in its design. 

“The farticularity of the atonement is 
evidenced by the restriction of the means 
of its application to sinners. John xvii. 3. It 
is expressly declared, “ This is life eternal, 
that they might know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou has sent;” 
which clearly implies, that not to know 
Jesus Christ, or, ignorance of him, is the 
opposite, viz. eternal death. “ Faith co- 
meth by hearing, and heariag by the word 
of God. But how shall they belicve on him 
of whom they bave not heard?” While the 
blessed gospel of the Son of God declares 
to believers, “ the promise is to you and 
unto your seed,” it presents no consolation 
tothe heathen, living and dying destitute 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus. It pro- 
nounces them tobe “* without God, and with- 
out hope in the world.” Such is the myste- 
rious, yet equitable constitution established 
by God, who doth according to his will in 
the armies of heaven, and also among the 
inhabitants of earth, and is obliged to give 
an account of none of his matters. Fle tells 
us, that “ Where there is no vision, the 
people perish.” But had the atonement 
been intended for all, the means of its ap- 
plication would have been equally exten- 
sive. 

Ifit be pleaded that the means of grace 
revealed in the gospel are unnecessary to 
the salvation of the heathen world—if they 
can enjoy salvation without even hearing 
of the Saviour, or the mystery of godli- 
ness developed in his manifestation in the 
flesh—it they and their seed, who have no 
covenant claim of representative identifi- 
cation with believing parents, are neverthe- 
less interested in the atonement made by 
the blood of the Redeemer, and shall be 
heirs of the eternal felicity resulting from 
the vicarious satisfaction of [to them] an 
unknown God,—how superlatively useless 
must have been the miracles wrought to 
verify the divinity of his character, and the 
authenticity of his mission! How vain the 
admirable machinery of ordinances, mis- 
sionary establishments, Bible societies, &c. 
&c.! How chimerical must be the solici- 
tude of mind, the expenditure of tieasures, 
and the countless sacrifices of personal ease 
and comfort, in sending the gospel to the 
benighted heathen! The mere fact of the 
existence of the atonement, whether fvown 

cr unknown, will be sufficient.* 
“*God isa sovereign, under no other 
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** We shall now endeavor to obviate some 
of the principal objections alledged, 1st, 
from scripture, and, 2d, from reason, a- 
gainst the doctrine of a particular atone- 
ment, or, that Jesus died only for some of 
the human race, and that consequently on- 
ly some shall be saved. Such alone shiall be 
exempted from deserved eternal misery, on 
the ground of a substitutional expiation. I 
will be recollected, we showed, in a prece- 
ding aumber, the impossibility of a sinner’s 
escaping eternal punishment on the footing 
of ersonal expiation. The vicarious atone- 
ment, however valuable in itself, intrinsi- 
cally considered, can be of no importance 
tothose who were not embraced in its de- 
sign. But it is alledged, that the scriptures 
coatain sufficient evidence to establish the 
point, that an atonement was made equally 
for all, and consequently that all shall be 
saved. If the premises could be established, 
we should most cordially admit the con- 
clusion. We are fully persuaded, that such 
is not the doctrine of the Bible. We shall 
now proceed to examine, 

ist. ‘* Some of the supposed scriptural ob- 
jections to the doctrine of a limited atone- 
ment.” 





limitation than the rectitude of his own na- 
ture and perfections, and such obligations 
as he has been pleased to impose upon him- 
self. Whether it be his purpose to save a- 
ny of the heathen, living and dying without 
any opportunity of external o/jective reve- 
lation, by some extraordinary subjective 
manifestation of himself, as a God in Christ, 
to them, in their /as¢ moments, is a point 
we can neither affirm nor deny. We know 
it not. ‘*Secret things belong unto God ; 
revealed things tous and our children.” 


~ We dare not limit the Holy One of Israel, 


from exteading the exuberance of his grace, 
to whomsoever he will, even without the 
external means of knowledge, by the extra- 
ordinary communications of his Spirit. Yet 
we have no fositive evidence of such ex 

tention. All we can say is, that we think i 
involves no contradiction to the attri)utes o* 


the Divinity, or to any declaration in th- 


sacred oracles. Philanthropy, in all suc: 
cases, will incline to the side of mercy. ‘Thi- 
entail of the covenant of grace, embracine 
the parents and their seed, furnishes to be - 
lievers the most Consolatory hopes, respect 
ing their children, when dying in infancy 


and consequently incapable of o4 jective re 


velation. ‘hat God may, independently o 
this entail, extend to the children of hea- 
thens, dying in infancy, similar grace, w: 
believe, to be repuznant, neither to th: 
scriptures, nor the reasoning kere ad 
vanced” 

















. > . Oe 
ee here, al a> ogee 


eee 
= = - 





































FROM DR. A. CLARK’S COMMENTARY. 
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts. 
i. Pet. 111. 15, 


To sanctify God may signify to offer him 
the praises due to His grace; but, as to 
sanctify literally signifies to make holy, it 
is impossible that God should be thus sanc- 
tified. The word sanctify signifies to ac/ra- 
ratefromcarth,that is, from any common use 
or furpfose; that the thing or ferson thus se- 
frarated may be devoted to a sacred use. 
Perhaps we should understand Peter’s 
words thus: entertain just notions of God, 
of His nature, power, will, justice, sood- 
ness, and truth; do not conceive of him as 
being actuated by such frassions as men ; 
sefiarate Him in your hearts from every 
thing earthly, human, fickle, rigidly sevcre 
or capriciously merciful. Consider that He 
can neither be like man, feel like man, nor 
act like man. Ascribe no /uman fassions 
to Him, for this would desecrate not sanc- 
tify Him. Do not confine Him in your con- 
ceptions to place, space, vacuity, heaven, 
or earth: endeavor to think worthily of 
the immensity and eternity of his nature, 
of his omniscience, omnifirresence, and om- 
nifiotence. Avoid the error of the Heathens, 
who bound even their Dii Mojores, their 
greatest gods, by fate, as many well mean- 
ing Christians do the true God by decrees ; 
conceive ot Him asinfinitely free to act, or 
not act, as He pleases. Consider the good- 
ness of His nature; for goodness, in every 
ame state of perfection and infinitude, 

elongs to Him. Ascribe no malevolence to 
Him; nor any work, purpose, or decree, 
that implies it: this is not only a human 
passion, but a passion of fallen mar. Do not 
suppose that He can do evil, or that He can 
destroy when he might save ; that He ever 
did, or ever can, hafe any of those whom 
He made in His own image, end in His 
own likeness; so as, by a positive decree, 
to doom them, unborn, to everlasting per- 
dition ; or what is of the same import, fase 
them by without affording them the means 
of salvation, and consequently rendering it 
impossible for them to be saved.— Thus en- 
deavor to conceive of Him; and, by so do- 
ing, you sefrarate fim from all that is im- 
jeerfeci, human, evil, capricious, changea- 
ble and wnkind. Ever remember that he 
has wisdom without limits; truth without 
falsity; love without hatred; holiness 
without evil; and justice without rigor or 
severity on the one hand, or capricious ten- 
aerness on the other. In a word, that He 
can neither be, say, fiurfiose, or do, any 
thing that is not infinitely just, holy, wise, 
true, and gracious ; that He hates nothing 
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world, the whole human race, as to give 
his only begotten Son to die for them, that 
they might not perish, but have everlasting 
hife.—-Thus sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts ; and you will ever be ready to give 
2 reason of the hojie that is in you, to every 
serious and candid enquirer after truth. 
Most religious systems and creeds are in- 
capable of rational explanation, because 
founded on some misconception of the Di- 
vine nature. 

** They set at odds heaven's jarring attributes ; 

And with one excelleuce another wound.” 

The system ot Aumanizing God, and 
making Him, by our unjust conceptions of 
Tlim, to act as ourselves would, in certain 
circumstances, has been the bane both of 
religion and piety ; and on this ground in- 
fidels have laughed us to scorn. It is high 
time that we shouid no longer know God 
after the fiesh ; for, evenif we have known 
Jesus Christ after the flesh, we are to know 
him sono more. What I have written a- 
bove is not against any particular creed of 
religious people ; it is against any or all to 
which it may justly apply ; it may even be 
against some portions of my own: for, e- 
ven in this respect, I am obliged daily to 
labor to sanctify the Lord God in my heart; 
to abstract Him from every thing earthly 
and iuma”, and apprehend Hita as far as 
possible, in his own essential nature and at- 
tributes, through the light of His Spirit and 
the medium of His own revelation. To act 
thus, requires no common effort of soul ; 
and just apprehensions of this kind are not 
acquired without much prayer, much self- 
reflection, much time, and much of the 
grace and mercy of God, 

—_———SmED. OD Gs 

“ The resurrection of the body is what 
no force of human wisdom could have dis- 
covered, yet reason tells us it is possible, 
and within the power of God to effect it ; 
therefore the understanding may fully as- 
sent to it, without knowing the bounds of 
Omnipotence, or in what manner he will 
accomplish and bring it to pass.” 


“To Christians is promised the grace 
ef our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghost. 
Every genuine christian who maintains a 
close walk with God, may have as full an 
evidence of his accefitance with God as he 
has of his own existence. And. the doctrine 
which explains away this privilege, or soft- 
ens it down to nothing, by making the most 
gracious and safe state consistent with in- 
numerable doubts and fears and generat 
uncertainty, is not of God. It is a spurious 
gospel, which under the show of a vo/un- 
tary humility, not only /owers, but almost 
annihilates the standard of christianity.” 
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A brief History of the English 
Methodist Missions, in the West Indies, 
Canada, New- Brunswick, Nova Scotia, 
and New-Foundland, the Cape of Good 
Hope, Gibraltar. France, New South 
Wales, and the Island of Ceylon. 


Compiled for the Wesleyan Repository and 
Religious Intelligencer from Official Do- 


cuments. 

8 ¢ eo 

The people of this country know scarce- 
ly any thing of the sacrifices and success of 
our English brethren, who are employed in 
publishing the Gospel to the heathen in va- 
rious parts of the world. The few that have 
read the Missionary Accounts contained in 
the English and American Methodist Ma- 
gazines, must have read them with great 
interest, and great gratitude to the Re- 
deemer and Saviour of our fallen race. 

This brief listory is not compiled for the 
purpose of invidious comparison. We have 
no such object before us. ‘The truly enlight- 
ened and pious christian, who has the glo- 
vy of God, the enlargement ot the kingdom 
of Christ, and the salvation of souls at heart, 
will rejoice in the efforts made by all de- 
nominations for the dissemination of the 
truths of the gospel, whcther in his own, or 
in heathen countries. 

But we hear little said of the magnitude 
of those means, or the importance of that 
success, which have followed, and do still 
continue to crown the labors of great num- 
bers of Methodist Missionaries, who have 
left their country and friends for the sake 
of the salvation of immortal souls. 

The first and principal scene of the Mis- 
sionary exertionsof the Methodists was, and 
until lately * continued to be, the West In- 
dia Islands, among the negro slaves, many 
thousands of whom, by means of Missiona- 
ries, have been turned from Pagan dark- 
ness to the light of life, and rescued from 
Darbarism, and the dominion of the worst 
vices, ‘This mission is a very extensive one, 
employing not less than between forty and 
Sity Missionaries in twenty-four circuits 
and stations. ‘They have agam and again 
lifted ap their voice against the inhuman 
and unchristian trathic in slaves, and by 
their efforts they have greatly contributed 
to remove that reproach from the English 
nation. ‘The Methodists acknowledging the 
negroes as fellow men, could not but feel 
concern ter the thousands im bondage, with 
~ * The Kast Indies to, are vow the sceue vi successiul 
Missionary labur, and exli forth the upremitted care and 
zeal of the English Conference. 
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no means of religious instruction, ignorant 
of God, abandoned to crimes, and without 
any alleviation amidst the horrors of slave- 
ry. Their moral condition could not be im- 
vroved by legislative acts, ¢hat could only 
be effected by the active charity of the gos- 
pel—and that charity has for many years 
employed itself in their behalf. 

The first Methodist preacher in the 

West Indies was Nathaniel Gilbert, esq, 
who had for some time sustained the cha- 
racter of Speaker of the House of Assem- 
bly in the Island of Antigua. This gentle- 
man went to England for the recovery of 
his health, which had been injured by a 
long residence in this warm chmate. On 
his arrival in England, the fame ot Mr 
Wesley’s preaching arrested his attention, 
and he resolved to hear for himself. He 
heard—his convictions of the need of a Sa- 
viour were confirmed, and he was refresh- 
ed with the consolations of divine grace. 
He returned to Antigua in 1760,—his eyes 
being now open, he saw his fellow-country- 
men buried in sin; and he sorrowed on ac- 
count of the crimes and ignorance of the 
negroes, living without hope and without 
God in the world.—As he knew the love of 
God, he was constrained to labor for him, 
and made an effort to call sinners to re- 
pentance. He collected a few persons to-. 
gether in his own house, with whom he 
first prayed, and whom he then exhorted 
to flee from the wrath to come. ‘The report 
of his singular conduct soon augmented the 
number of his hearers, and awakened the 
curiosity of the principal inhabitants of the 
Island. Here was lay-preaching! Buti: 
was not tothese alone he confined his la- 
bors: the negroes in a state of slavery 
shared in his benevolent designs. Regard - 
less, therefore, of that reproach to which 
he might be exposed, from the elevated 
rank he sustained, he went boldly forth in 
the name ot God, and proclaimed redemn- 
tion to the slaves through the blood Gf 
Christ. This was the firstMethodist preach- 
ing in the West Indies. Reproach, contempt 
and calumny soon followed. Like that Sa- 
viour Mr Gilbert recommended, he soon 
found himself despised and rejected of mer. 
To preach tothe whites was scarcely to be 
tolerated—but to preach to the slaves was 
degrading tothe dignity of a gentleman ' 
But God made, and Christ redeemed, both 
the gentleman and slave ! 

Amidst those torrents of reproach,'Ged 
blessed the labors of his servant, and a so- 
ciety of nearly two hundred was soon rais- 
ed up through his instrumentality. Such 
seals God was pleased to place on lay- 
preaching. Inthe midst of his labors and 
usefulness, Mr Gilbert was removed from 
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reproach to cternal glory ; there the wea- 
ry rest from their labors, and their works 
do follow them. 

After the decease of Mr Gilbert, the in- 
fant society were kept together by two ne- 
gresses, who prayed for them when they 
assembled, and succeeded in preserving the 
for ms of the society, and the spirit of devo- 
tion. In the year 1778, John Raxter, a ship- 
wright, removed from the royal docks at 
Chatham, England, to Antigua, and provi- 
dentially for himself and the scciety, he 
was favored with his health in one of the 
most unhealthy situations in the Island. He 
had been a leader in England, and took 
upon himself the care of the society, devo- 
ting to it all his spare time. On Sundays he 
exhorted and preachee, frequently taking 
excursions into the country places, laboring 
day and night for the salvation of the poor 
blacks. He found it hard labor to work all 
day and ride ten miles at night for the pur- 

ose of preaching to the outcasts of men. 
Sut what may not be accomplished when 
influenced by a sincere love for souls! Af- 
ter some time, Mr Baxter erected the first 
Methodist Chapel in the West India Is- 
lands, The poor slaves willingly contribu- 
ted their mites towards paying for the 
house. 

An English lady having an annuity char- 
ged upon an estate in the Island, removed 
thither. She opened her house for prayers 
every day, and set apart one evening in the 
week for reading the scriptures to the toil- 
degraded Africans, These meetings were 
much frequented. “ ‘The English,” says 
this lady, “ can scarcely conceive the hun- 
ger and thirst expressed by a poor negro, 
when he has learned that the soul is im- 
mortal, and is under the operation of awa- 
kening influences.” Ry the year 1786, Mr 
Baxter had under his care two thousand 
souls, 

“In that year Dr Coke embarked upon 
his second voyage to America. ‘The season 
was stormy, and the captain being one of 
those persons who have a great dea! of su- 
perstition, without the slightest piety, con- 
ceived that the continuance of bad weather 
was brought on by the praying and preach 
ing of the Doctor and his companions. One 
vay, therefore, in the force of the tempest, 
while these passengers were fervently pray- 
ing for the preservation of the ship, and of 
the lives of all on board, the skipper para- 
ded the ship in great agitation, muttering 
to himself, but so as to be distinctly heard, 
‘We have a Jonah on board! We havea 
Jonah on board !” till, having worked him- 
>¢!t almost into a state of madness, he burst 
into Dr Coke’s cabin, seized his books and 
wrtiners. ond tossed theminto the sea; and 
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griping the Doctor himself, who was a map 
of diminutive stature, swore that if he eve; 
made another prayer on board that ship he 
would throw him into the sea after his pa- 
pers. At length the vessel, after imminen: 
danger, succeeded in reaching Antigna. ]: 
was on Christmas day. Dr Coke went jy 
search of Mr Baxter, and met him on the 
way to officiate at the Chapel. To the lat- 
ter this event was as joyful as it was unex- 
pected. The former performed the service 
for him, and administered the sacrament.” 
Probably the first opportunity the happr 
blacks ever had of commemorating the dy- 
ing love of their Redeemer. 

Dr Coke was delighted with the appear- 
ance of the congregation—one of the clean- 
est, he said, that he had ever seen. ‘The 
negresses were dressed in white linen 
gowns, petticoats, handkerchiefs, and caps; 
and their whole dress, which was beauti 
fully clean, appeared the whiter from th¢ 
contrast of their skins. 

‘The good effect of religion upon the 
slaves had been so apparent, that it was nc 
longer necessary, as it formerly had been, 
tu enforce military law during the holidays 
which were allowed them on Christmas. 
‘They were made better servants, as thy 
were instructed in their moral and reli- 
gious duties. An offer of five hundred 
pounds per annum, it was thought, would 
be some inducement for Dr Coke to remain 
in Antigua. ‘*God be praised,” he said, 
« five hundred thousand a year would be to 
me as a feather, when opposed to my usc- 
fulness in the Church of Christ.” 

Here Dr Coke held an mfant conference 
“Allis of God,” said he, ** Ihave no doubt, 
but it would be an open resistance to the 
clear providences of the Almighty, to re 
move any one of the missionaries at presen* 
from this country,” alluding to his tirst in- 
tention of visiting Nova Scotia. But Goc 
whose way is in the whirlwind, and path 
in the great waters, gave anew direction t¢ 
his movements, and by permitting a violent 
storm, led the mission that was intended 
fur the North into a warmer region. 

The late Dr. Coke established the Mis 
sion among the negroes in 1786, and thro’ 
life watched its interests with the utmost 
care, crossed the Atlantic several times te 
afford it his personal superintencéance, and in 
Eng)and solicited subscriptions in every par’ 
of the kingdom for its support. More thar 
a hundred and twenty thousand persons i! 
the different islands are now under regular 
instruction, and besides the conversions by 
which the places of those have been filled 


_up, who have been taken by death from 


slavery and chains to the felicity of heaven, 
thousands having first given proof of the 
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sincerity, have been annually added to the 
Methodist Societies. 

For the above we have been chiefly in- 
debted to Methodist authorities. Let us 
now consult the New Edinburgh Encyclo- 
pedia, vol. 15, part. 1, Art. Methodists. 
The following contained in that work was 

ublished in 1820. “ For their zealous ex- 
ertions in the conversion of the Negroes in 
the West Indies, in which Dr Coke, lately 
deceased, labored so indefatigadly, the Me- 
thodists deserve well of the christian world. 
Indeed, had it not been for them, our coun- 
trymen in these Islands would have had 
scarcely any opportunities of christian in- 
struction and public worship. As yet they 
are the chief laborers in British America.” 

The charity which impels a disinterested, 
holy, Missionary, to forsake all for the pur- 
pose of preaching Christ to heathens, is of 
the noblest order. He goes for the relief of 
souls—he proclaims a jubilee to the cap- 
tives of sin and death, and will purchase to 
himself eternal gratitude in the hearts ot 
those converted under his ministry. ‘he 
consequences of his labors take hold on e- 
ternity—he causes joy to angels, he glori- 
fies God his Father, and Christ his Saviour, 
and the Holy Spirit his guide and comfort- 
er. ‘The souls who believe, and are saved 
through his instrumentality, will be his 
crown of rejoicing in that day, when “ the 
redeemed to God out of every kindred, 
tongue, and preofile,” meetbefore the thrune 
above 

But what isthe missionary’s reward at the 
hands of the men of this world? In some in- 
stances they are caressed and honored. This 
however, was not often the treatment of the 
first Methodist Missionaries in the West- 
Indies. ** They risked the breaking of their 
constitutions with the hardships of sickly 
climes; they put off the fine clothes of ef- 
féminacy, and put onthe rough garb of 
Christ’s soldiers”—and all for the sake of 
the poor slaves of Satan and men. Perse- 
cution followed them with all its rancorous 
malevolence. ‘Lhey not only suffered from 
mobs and blows, but from corporate bodies 
and heads of provincial governments. 

( 70 be continued. ) 
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“Forgive our tresfasses as we forgive 
those who tresfass against us.” 

Upon this subject the English Methodist 
Magazine has a gcod illustration. A poor 
Cornishman, John Nile by name, had been 
convinced of his lost estate by nature for a- 
bout twelve months. One night going into 
his fields, he detected one of his nesghbors in 
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the act of stealing his turnips, and breuglit 
the culprit quietly into the house with the 
sack which he had nearly filled. He made 
him empty the sack, to see if any of his 
seed turnips were there, and finding two or 
three large ones which he had intended 
toreserve for that purpose, he laid them 
aside, bade the man put the rest into the 
sack again, helped him to lay it on his back, 
and told him to take them home, and ifat 
any time he was in distress, to come and 
ask and he should have, but he exhorted 
him to steal no more. Then shaking him 
by the hand, he said, I forgive you, and may 
God for Christ’s sake do the same. ‘That 
night John Nile was filled with a clear evi- 
dence of pardoning love, with an assu- 
rance, that having forgiven his brother his 
trespasses, his Heavenly Father had also 
forgiven him.” 
ED 

‘* To reject or disbelieve things, because 
we understand not the whole of their na- 
ture, modes of existence, or fitness, is not 
reason but stupidity. It is either to make 
our minds the rule of truth, or to affirm 
that, because God has not given us all the 
reasons of things, it is not possible there 
should be any.” 

——at 19399) e—— 


GOD IS LOVE, 


Txov, at whose touch the snow-clad 

mountains smoke, 

Eternal wisdom ! touch my lips profane ! 

O, touch my heart! my heart, though cold, 
shall glow ; 

My lips breathe eloquence divine ! for not 

Ot earth, in earth-born strains, I mean to 
sing 

Advent’rous, but of Thee! Thy love alone 

Thy wisdom knows, thy love, my awful 
theme! 

Lect me not err, low grov’ling in the dust, 

Let me not fall, high tow’ring to the sky:— 

O! where shall I begin? how trace the Source 

Uf all! how fathom vast immensity ! 

Long as the God hasbeen, who ne’er began, 

Trac’d back, and backward still, but trac’d 
in vain, 

Love has so long existed ;—~God is love 

Who name him other, know not yet his 
name ; 

And if they seek him, lost in error’s g!oom, 
Or superstition’s lab’rinth, find him not. 
Whate’er the glimm/’ring lamp of reason 

showed: 
Of God, though pagan darkness, all was 
love ; 
Whate’er the bright effulgence of thy uz, 
Blest revelation ! has displayed all still 
Islove' This pendant world, those rolling 
orbs, 
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Nature’s whole system speaks its Maker 
kind! 

The varied fruits and flowers, the pleasing 
change 

Of day and night, the painted landscape 
round 

Of hilland dale, clear fountain, shady wood, 

The glitt’ring dew of morn, the crimsoned 
cloud 

Of evening mild, the sweetly varied song, 

‘The peopled earth,and air,and sea,all parts 

Of one stupendous whole, and framed for 
bliss, 

Proclaim him good—Lord of this blest do- 
main, 

Not male alone,but male and female form’d 

When man received the breath of life, and 
took 

The stamp divine, the image of the God ! 

What gifts each were toeach! how lovely 
both! 

Who can their form describe, or whocon- 
ceive? 

Consummate beauty ! test of skill divine! 

‘Thrice happy pair! to late degen’rate times 

Your morn and evening song has some blest 
bard 

‘Transmitted fair, in strains by heaven in- 
spired. 

These had the gloomy bigot read abashed, 

And owned that Gop 1s Love! But man, 
alas! 

Fell from his perfect beauty, pure desire, 

Fel} to detormity, and age, and death, 

And hate, and envy, violence and guilt. 

He fell; yet unremitted goodness spoke 

‘{’o man, apostate as he was, the words 

Of peace; gave misery, hope, and showed 
above 

A. brighter paradise than Eden’s groves ; 

itis portion, when the woman’s promised 
Seed 

Should bruise the Serfient’s head : amazing 
grace ! 

Fhe promised Seed was giv’n; the fulness 
then 

Of Godhead dwelt in flesh! high heaven 
itself 

No more contains the astonishment and joy, 

But down its radient hosts impatient pour, 

And peace proclaim: on earth, good wil} to 
man. 

Oh ! join the transports of th’ angelic choir, 

And sing, responding to the hallow’d strain, 

To God be glory !—But, tremendous scence! 

Whom do I see, in yon drear waste forlorn ? 

Whom tempted there ? Who, stretched on 
earth, sweats blood? 

What ruffian band is that ?—whom do they 
drag 

Betray’d, insulted, through ascoffing crowd? 

\\ hom do they scourge?—whom crown 
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with thorns remorseless ! 

Yet, hold barbarians! snatch me from the 
sight 

Ye whirlwinds! Crush me, mountains !— 
dreadful ! 

Horrid! on the cross thev strain, they nail 

The Lord of Life! they rear it !—hark, he 
prays— 

Father, forgive,they know not what they do. 

Stupendous! what is language! what is 
thought ! 

Astonished nature trembles! 
graves 

The dead come forth ! 
sun withholds 

The day '—’Tis past—The Saviour groans 
and dies ! 

Oh, let me, bending to the dust, dissolve 

In silent admiration! let my soul 

Attest, in unexpressive thoughts, that God 

Is Love ! and dare I, dare a grov’ling worm 

Rejoice in scenes like these ? O teach me, 
thou 

My Saviour! teach me to divide aright 

My love, and awe, my joy, and gricf! O 
teach 

My soul, the trembling hope, the humble 
trust, 

To feel in gratitude that Gop 1s Love! 
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Rocks rend! The 
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